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Furnace, Space Heater, and Fireplace Safety

Tips

With the first cold-shap of fall, many area residents are turning on their fur-
naces/fireplaces to keep warm. In an effort to prevent tragic home fires:

Furnace Safety
Have your furnace checked and cleaned regularly by a qualified repair person.
= Be sure all furnace automatic v o T
controls and emergency shutoffs INTACEEHTE
are in good condition.
= Leave furnace work to the experts.
Don't attempt repairs unless you
are qualified.
Have the repair person check the
wall and ceiling near the furnace
and flue. If they are hot, additional
insulation or clearance may be needed.
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flue openings should be sealed with solid masonry.

= Keep trash and combustible storage away from the heating system.

Fireplace Safety
Have your chimney inspected annually for damage and obstructions.

Don’t use flammable liquids to start the fire.

building the fire.

ignite these materials and cause a fire.
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causing the fire to flare up and ignite your room.
= Store cool ashes in a tightly sealed metal container.

Electric Space Heaters

Check to ensure the flue pipes are well supported, free of holes and clean.
Make sure the chimney is solid with no cracks or loose bricks. All unused
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If you have any safety related topics
you would like to see in our publica-
tion or have any questions that we
can help with, please contact the
Wing Safety Office at 6013 or e-mail

kat Robert.Fusco@nijatla.ang.af.mil )

Clean the chimney regularly to avoid buildup, also known as creosote, that could ignite your roof.
Be sure to use a screen in front of your fireplace large enough to catch rolling logs or sparks.

Don’t use excessive amounts of paper to build a fire. It's possible to ignite soot in the chimney by over-

Never burn charcoal in your fireplace. Burning charcoal gives off deadly amounts of carbon monoxide.
Be sure no flammable materials hang down from or decorate your mantel. A spark from your fireplace could

Never close your damper with hot ashes in the fireplace. A closed damper can help hot ashes build up heat,

= The heater should be listed by UL (Underwriter’s Laboratory). It should be equipped with a safety light, loud
alarm, a switch that automatically shuts the heater off if it tips and a cut-off device in case of overheating.
= Space heaters must have space. Keep all objects, pets and people at least three feet away from the heater

at all times.

= Don't use space heaters in your bathrooms. Do not touch a space heater if you are wet.

= Never try to repair the heater yourself.
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Seasonal Driving Tips:

WINTER DRIVING TIPS

Winter driving conditions can be quite danger-
ous, which means if you need to be outside, you
should prepare yourself and your vehicle wisely.
Remember that in winter weather, stopping is often
the hard part, and it’s the tires that do the stopping.
So take proper care of them. They are a critical part
of the three-member team - your car, your tires, and
you - that can get you through the winter safely if you
follow the rules.

First, think about your tires. Are they rated as all-
season tires? That means they have a tread de-
signed to give you better traction in the wet and in
the snow. If not, a double dose of caution is called
for. You might think about investing in winter tires
(formerly called dedicated snow tires) if you live in a
snowy area. Remember, it is important to see your
tire dealer for proper installation of winter tires on
your vehicle.

Are they properly inflated? The answer may well
be “no,” because as the temperature outside drops,
the air inside a tire contracts and the pressure
drops - one or two pounds for every ten- degree
drop. Contrary to common belief, underinflation
does not give tires better traction in the snow. It only
makes them more vulnerable to damage. Winter or
summer, your tire’s worst enemy is underinflation. Of
course, you should check your tires when the
weather turns cold, and bring them up to correct
pressure.

Second, remember that no matter what kind of
vehicle you drive, you still are driving on only four
tires, just like everyone else. Four-wheel drive may
help you go better in the snow, but it won’t help you
stop better, or keep you from skidding. Don'’t let
your four-by-four make you overconfident!

Third, let your tires do the job they are designed
for. They can keep you out of trouble if you use
them correctly:

Avoid sudden movements of the car. Accel-
erate gently. Turn gradually. Easy on the
brakes when stopping. Those are ways to
let the tread on your tires maintain good
traction. Spinning or sliding tire means your
vehicle is out of control.

If you do go into a skid, and your car has an
anti-lock braking system (ABS), apply
steady pressure to the brakes and turn in
the direction of the skid. Don’t pump the
brakes.

If you get stuck in the snow, spinning your
tires too fast can overheat them to the point
where they will explode and cause injury.
Rocking your vehicle gently back and forth
is the correct way to get out of a problem. If
your vehicle has ABS brakes, follow the
instructions in the owner’s manual.

No matter what your winter emergency is you
should always have on hand the following items:

= Flashlight

= Jumper cables

= Abrasive material (like sand, kitty
litter, traction mats, even floor mats)

= Shovel
= Warning devices

= Blankets (or floor mats and
newspapers)

= Snow Brush/Ice Scraper
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Thanksgiving Safety

With fire-wise common sense, you can make sure tragedy does not come between you and the festive holiday
you have planned. Follow these fire prevention tips to help you and your family have a safe and happy Thanks-
giving.

» Keep your family and overnight guests safe with a working smoke detector on every level of the house, in
every bedroom, and in the halls adjacent to the bedrooms. Test smoke detectors monthly and replace batter-
ies at least twice a year.

» Overnight guests should be instructed on the fire escape plan and desig
nated meeting place for your home.

» Have a fire extinguisher available not more than 10 feet from the stove,
on the exit side of the room.

> A 2-1/2 Ib. class ABC multi-purpose dry chemical extinguisher is recom-
mended. Know how to use your fire extinguisher.

» Start holiday cooking with a clean stove and oven.

» Keep the kitchen off-limits to young children and adults that are not helping with food preparations to lessen
the possibility of kitchen mishaps.

» When cooking, do not wear clothing with loose sleeves or dangling jewelry. The clothing can catch on fire
and the jewelry can catch on pot handles, causing spills and burns.

» Cook on the back burners when possible and turn pot handles in so they don’t extend
over the edge of the stove.

» Never leave cooking unattended. If you must leave the kitchen while cooking, turn off
the stove or have someone else watch what is being cooked. Unattended cooking is one
the main causes of home fires.

» Keep Thanksgiving decorations and kitchen clutter away from sources of direct heat.

» Candles are often part of holiday decorations. Candles should never be left burning when you are away
from home, or after going to bed. Candles should be located where children will not be tempted to play with
them, and where guests will not accidentally brush against them. The candle holder should be completely
noncombustible and difficult to knock over. The candle should not have combustible decorations around it.

> If smoking is allowed inside, provide guests with large, deep ashtrays and check them frequently. After
guests leave, check inside and under upholstery and in trash cans for cigarette butts that may be smoldering.

FROM ALL OF US AT THE WING SAFETY OFFICE HAVE A
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
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CPSC, Swingline Announce Recall
of Rechargeable Staplers

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with
the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission (CPSC), Swingline, a division of
Acco Brands Inc., of Lincolnshire, Ill., is
voluntarily recalling about 11,100 cordless,
rechargeable staplers. If a consumer
inadvertently releases the spring- loaded
staple magazine while holding the stapler
close to his/her face, there is a risk of injury
from a fully loaded magazine striking a
consumer in the face.

Swingline has not received any reports of
incidents. This recall is being conducted to
prevent the possibility of injuries.

The recalled cordless stapler is silver and
black and comes with a black charger and
charger base. The stapler, charger, and
charger base have the name “Swingline”
printed on them. The stapler’s model
number, 48201, as well as the words “Made
in China,” are stamped on the battery cover
on the bottom of the stapler. If the battery
cover has the letter “S” in the upper right
corner, then the stapler is not included in
the recall.

Office supply retailers nationwide sold the
staplers from June 2002 through September
2002 for about $75.

Consumers should stop using these sta-
plers immediately and contact Swingline at
(800) 352-6853 between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m.
ET Monday through Friday for a free re-
placement. For more information, consum-
ers can log on to the company’s website at

WWW.Sswingline.com/customerservice

For moreinformation on thecurrent or
any past recallsvisit CPSC’s
homepageat http://www.cpsc.gov/

CPSC, Oriental International Trading Company Announce

Recall of Baby Walkers

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product
Safety Commission (CPSC), Oriental International Trading Company, of
Los Angeles, Calif., is voluntarily recalling about 3,500 baby walkers.
The walkers will fit through a standard doorway and are not designed to
stop at the edge of a step. Babies using these walkers can be seriously
injured or killed if they fall down stairs.

Oriental International Trading has not received any reports of injuries
involving these walkers. This recall is being conducted to prevent the
possibility of injury.

This recall includes the “Honey” model baby walker. The walkers are
intended for a baby 5 months and older. They were sold in blue, yellow
or pink with a padded seat and an activity tray. Model numbers included
in the recall are 820, 860, 862 and 802. The model numbers are printed
on the seat backs. A warning label on the walker reads in part, “WARN-
ING: Suitable for babies between five and ten months old.”

Independent discount stores located in Arizona, California, Texas,
lllinois, North Carolina and New York sold these baby walkers from May
2001 through June 2002 for between $18 and $22.

Consumers should stop using these walkers immediately and return
them to the store where purchased for a full refund. For more informa-
tion, consumers can contact Oriental International Trading Company at
(866) 666-9868 between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. PT Monday through Friday.
Consumers can also visit the firm’s web site at www.bike-stroller.com.

CPSC worked with industry to revise the voluntary standard for baby
walkers to address injuries from falls down stairs. The revised standard
was published in 1997. Children falling down stairs in walkers have
accounted for most baby walker-related injuries. New walkers that meet
the voluntary standard have special features that stop the walker at the
top step. Baby walker-related injuries to children under 15 months old
have declined over 60 percent from an estimated 20,100 in 1995 to 7400
in 2000.




SAFETY AND HEALTH NEWSLETTER PAGE S

NFPA STUDY FINDS THAT FIRE DEATH RATES
VARY GREATLY FROM STATE TO STATE

Where you live can make a big difference in your likelihood of dying in a fire, but everywhere in the
United States, you're safer from fire today than you were two decades ago.

Those are the key findings in a new state-by-state analysis of fire death patterns by the NFPA (National
Fire Protection Association). The study found that, although death from fire dramatically declined overall-
from 5,804 deaths in 1980 to 3,347 in 1999. There are huge variations from state to state in how many
people die.

The states with the highest fire death rates in 1999 were Alabama, Tennessee, Mississippi, South
Carolina and West Virginia. Those with the lowest rates were New Hampshire, Hawaii, Utah, Colorado
and California. But every state had a lower fire death rate in 1999 than it did in 1980.

The differences among states are explained chiefly by the characteristics of the population. The highest
fire death rates were in states with a higher proportion of adults who lack high school education, who
smoke or who are poor.

So a high fatality rate does not mean that state and local fire officials are doing a poor job. Atthe same
time, though, a state can lower its death rate without changing its population.

The experience of South Carolina illustrates this point. South Carolina had the nation’s
highest fire death rate in 1988 and 1989. Then it introduced a statewide fire-safety program that empha-
sized smoke-alarm installation and fire-safety education. By 1991, the states rank had dropped to number
6. Right after the program lost its funding, the death rate went up again, and by 1993, South Carolina had
the nation’s second-highest fire death rate. The program has since been restored.

“What this study shows is that fire deaths can be prevented. They’re notinevitable”. Said the report’s
author, John R. Hall, Jr., Ph.D. of NFPA's Fire Analysis and Research Division. “When a community
reaches out to educate the public and provide the tools to be safe, lives can be saved.. Universal fire
safety education in schools and compliance with modern consensus fire safety codes and recommended
rules for safe use of home products, all are additional steps that have been proven to save lives in any
state, for any group of people.

Four of every five fire deaths occur in the home. But many can be prevented if there are working smoke
alarms on every level of the home and outside all sleeping areas. Additionally, every household should
draw-up and practice a home fire escape plan that includes two ways out of each room, unobstructed and
easy-to-use exits, a meeting place outside, and a posted emergency number for the fire department. Con-
sider, too, home fire sprinklers, as they cut the chances of dying in a fire by more than half.

The study of fire death patterns by state was drawn from the national database of death certificates col-
lected by the National Center for Health Statistics, which includes most but not all fire deaths. For example,
the database does not count arson deaths, often categorized as homicides or suicides, and fire deaths
after a vehicle crash. Because of such anomalies, small differences between states should not be overem-
phasized. Butthe major patterns that the study found are valid.

For this and other NFPA Headlines, please visit http://www.nfpa.org/pressroom/index.asp.




